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CSI Program Forum 



California Solar Initiative 

Agenda 

• Welcome and Introductions 

• CSI General Market Updates 

• SCE CSI Program Status 

• CCSE CSI Program Status 

• PG&E CSI Program Status 

• Regulatory Update 

• PBI PTM Update 

• CSI Q&A 

• Closing 



CSI General Market Program 
Updates 
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SCE CSI Program Status 
Robert Wright 
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CSI Remaining Budget 
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Source: www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov, data as of 6/12/14 

http://www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov/
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SCE Program Status and Remaining 
Budgets 
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Source: www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov, data as of 6/17/14 

• SCE Residential Status – On-Hold - No available 

remaining incentive Dollars 

• $1,234,916 Wait List 

• $1,569 Under Review 

• $221,007,422 Confirmed 

• SCE Non-Residential Status – Active (Step 10) 

• $48,872,361 Remaining 

• $15,446,015 Under Review 

• $580,907,224 Confirmed 

http://www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov/
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SCE MW Goals 
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Source: www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov, data as of 6/12/14 

• SCE Residential MW Goal: 

• Goal 266 MW 

• 305.8 MWs Installed 

• 27.7 MW in Applications (does not include Wait List) 

• 0 MW Remaining 

• SCE Non-Residential MW Goal: 

• Goal 539 MW 

• 314.3 MWs Installed 

• 136.7 MW in Applications 

• 88.4 MW Remaining 

 

http://www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov/
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CCSE CSI Program Status 
Alexandra Patey 
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CCSE - CSI Program Update 
June 19, 2014 

 

• Residential Program 

 

• Non-Residential Program 

 

• Additional Program Updates 
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CCSE Residential Program 
• Capacity Goals:  

• To install 84.5 MW of solar photovoltaics on single-family homes from 2007-
2016 

• Capacity Reached: 
• Installed 76.6 MW of solar photovoltaics on single-family homes from 2007-

present 

• Forecasted 94.9 MW (includes ‘Pending’ and ‘Installed’ applications) from 2007-
2016 

• Current funding status:  
• February 14, 2014, the Residential Program in the SDG&E territory exhausted its 

funding 

• Waitlist opened Feb. 14, 2014 

• Waitlist closed April 11, 2014 
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CCSE Non-Residential Program 
• Capacity Goals:  

• To install 95.7 MW of solar photovoltaics on single-family homes from 2007-
2016 

• Capacity Reached: 
• Installed 70.4 MW of solar photovoltaics on single-family homes from 2007-

present 

• Current funding status:  
• Remaining Funds equates to $7,339,622 

• Currently in Step 9b 

• EPBB - Commercial: $0.25/Watt / EPBB – Gov’t/Non-Profit: $0.90/Watt 

• PBI – Commercial: $0.032/kWh / PBI – Gov’t/Non-Profit: $0.114/kWh 

• 8.77 MW remaining in Step 9 
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Additional Updates 

• CCSE continues to focus on Marketing and Outreach efforts 

• Hosting Solar Home Tours 

• Teaching educational solar workshops 

• Contractor “Meet and Greet” 

• Providing Site-Assessment Tool Lending Library 

• Site Assessment and Shade Analysis consulting 

• Residential/Non-Residential Case Studies 
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PG&E CSI Program Status 
Brittany Moore 
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PG&E Program Status and Remaining 
Budgets 
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Source: www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov, data as of 6/17/14 

• PG&E Residential Status – Closed as of 5/2/13 

• $831,042 Wait List 

• $0 Under Review 

• $209,745,498 Confirmed 

 

• PG&E Non-Residential Status – Closed as of 12/12/13 

• $32,288,946 Wait List 

• $4,768,723 Remaining 

• $0 Under Review 

• $661,232,594 Confirmed 

http://www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov/
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PG&E MW Goals 
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Source: www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov, data as of 6/12/14 

• PG&E Residential MW Goal: 

• Goal 252 MW 

• 278.1 MWs Installed 

• 0.2 MW in Applications 

• 0 MW Remaining 

• PG&E Non-Residential MW Goal: 

• Goal 512 MW 

• 460.1 MWs Installed 

• 49.3 MW in Applications 

• 3 MW Remaining 
*Will be removing projects off of the Non-Residential Waitlist 

 

http://www.californiasolarstatistics.ca.gov/
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Regulatory Update 
James Loewen  

CPUC Energy Division 

• Market Assessment Studies Released 

• Distributed Generation Proceeding Scoping 
Memo Released 

• NEM Treatment for Batteries 

• Low Income Program Extension per AB 217 
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CSI Market Assessment Studies Released 

Navigant consulting has completed the three-
part study: 

1. Third‐Party Ownership Market Impact Study 

2. CSI Market Transformation Study  

3. Solar PV and Residential Roof Study: 
Assessment of Interface Issues and Costs 
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Distributed Generation Proceeding  
Scoping Memo Released 

Tees up CSI and other DG (distributed 
generation) topics: 

• CSI (general market and low-income), CSI-
Thermal, RD&D, SGIP 

• Post-CSI market support (e.g. data publication, 
consumer protections) 

• NEM evolution. 

20 
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Batteries and NEM Eligibility 
Decision (D.14-05-033) 

• Eases interconnection of energy storage on 
customer side of the meter. 

• If energy storage is paired with NEM-eligible 
gen facilities, then it can receive NEM 
treatment (exempt from various fees and 
charges) 

21 
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Low Income Program Extension per AB 217 

AB 217 signed in October 2013: 

• Adds $108 million (new funds) for low income 
programs. 

• Capacity goal of 50 MW. 

• Extends low income programs (MASH and SASH) 
through 2021. 

CPUC implementation: 

• Energy Division staff proposal next couple of months. 

• Proposed decision expected Q4 2014. 

22 
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PBI Petition To Modify 
Alexandra Patey 
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PBI Acceleration Proposal 
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Background  

• D.06-08-028 (August 24, 2006), the CPUC determined: 

 The basic rationale for a PBI structure is to ensure that 

 ratepayer subsidies for solar are paid based on effective system 

 design, installation, and ultimately on performance, and not 

 simply the rated capacity of the physical components.  

 

• Customers with larger systems have an inherent incentive to police 

the performance of their systems because of the large capital 

investments associated with their system installation.  

 

• A PBI acceleration scheme will uphold the original rationale of a 

performance-based incentive program, while also making it more 

cost-effective for the Program Administrators to carry out the program. 
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Proposal Reasoning 

 

• Disconnect between CSI program sunset date 2016 

and PBI sunset date 2024 
 

• Proposal will reduce administrative costs for PBI payment 

processing 
 

• Budget uncertainty 

 

• Proposal will ensure project payments stay within estimated 

performance parameters while still rewarding high performing 

systems. 
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Key Terms 
PCD Program Change Date 

New Application Any PBI project that has not yet reached 

month 24 of their reporting timeline, as of 

the PCD 

Existing Application Any PBI project that is between reporting 

months 25-48, as of the PCD.  

Mature Application Any PBI project that has reached 

[minimum] reporting month 49, as of the 

PCD.  

Actual Production The actual performance, in kWh, reported 

by the system 

Estimated Production The expected performance of the PV 

system, in kWh, generated by the EPBB 

Calculator 

OPF Overproduction Factor 

Remaining kWh The total number of kWh we will ‘buyout’, 

which excludes any production data 

previously incentivized.  
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Current PBI Protocol 

• Reporting Duration: 60 months  

 

• Payment Process: Program Administrator pays out, 

monthly, on actual production (no cap) 

 

• Project Closeout: 60
th

 month reached, PBI timeline 

complete 
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Accelerated 
Protocol 

All applications will be categorized into the 
appropriate sector 

 

• New  

 

• Existing  

 

• Mature 

Continue reporting until 24th month, then 

begin the Expedited Buyout Process 

Stop reporting, and begin the 

Expedited Buyout Process 

Opt-In or Opt-Out to Expedited Buyout Process 
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Expedited Buyout Process 

Once 24 months of actual production data has been reported… 

 

• The PA will determine the OPF for each project, capped at 8% 

• (Details next slide)  

• The unique OPF will be applied to the original EPBB estimate 

• (Now referred to as EPBB w/ OPF) 

• “Remaining kWh” will be quantified  

• (Details next slide) 

• “Remaining kWh” will be ‘bought-out’ via the Lump Sum  

• (Details next slide) 
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“OPF” calculation 

OPF = ((Actual Production / Estimated Production)-1 x 100%) 
   8% OPF cap will be enforced 

“Remaining kWh” calculation 

Remaining kWh = EPBB (with OPF) – Actual (kWh paid-to-date) 

“Lump Sum Buyout” calculation 

Lump Sum Buyout = Remaining kWh * Reserved incentive rate 



California Solar Initiative 

PCD approaches, and an “Existing” application is funneled into the Expedited 

Buyout Process.  

 

• Confirmed incentive rate of $0.22/kwh @ Step 5 

• The EPBB estimate is 500,000 kwh over 5 years 

 (100,000 kwh/year) 

• Actual 24 month production of 220,000 kwh 

• The calculated OPF for this project would be  

 (220,000 / 200,000) = 1.1  10% OPF 

• 8% cap on OPF  

Sample Closeout Calculation 
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Sample Closeout Calculation, cont. 
Remaining kWh =  

 (EPBB w/ OPF) – (Total actual kWh production paid-to-date) 

 

For this example,  

Remaining kWh = (500,000 * 108%) – 220,000  

     = 540,000 – 220,000 = 320,000 kWh  

• Thus, we have 320,000 Remaining kWh, compensated at $0.22 per 

Kwh.  

• PBI Closeout Payment = 320,000 * 0.22 = $70,400 

The Lump Sum Buyout for this system would be $70,400 

(Lump Sum Buyout + kWh Paid –to –date) 

($70,400 + $48,400) = $118,800 total paid 
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• A 6% ‘buffer’ would have budgeted $116,600 

• An 8% ‘buffer’ would have budgeted 
$118,800 

• The current PBI protocol would have paid this 
project a total of $121,000 

• This would exceed the budgeted incentive 
amount for this project by $2,200 - $4,400 

•  (which does not include admin costs) 

Highlighting the fact that a capped, expedited buyout is a necessary 
change.  

 

A bit of perspective… 



Q&A Panel 
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Thank you! 

 
 
 

PowerPoint Presentation available at 
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/Solar/forum.htm 


